That We May Be One: Elements of an Integrated
Church Planting Movement among the Poor

Rev. Dr. Don L. Davis, October 17, 2006

Church Planting Movement among the Urban Poor = an integrated and

aggressive advance of the Kingdom of God among the urban poor resulting in

a significant increase of indigenous churches which fundamentally share in

common a constellation of elements which provides them with a distinct and

unique identity, purpose, and practice.

“The congregations in an Integrated Church Planting Movement among the

Urban Poor will exhibit together . . .”

1.

2.

3.

4.

A shared bistory and identity (i.e., a common name and heritage).
CPMs among the urban poor will seek to link themselves to and
identify themselves by a clarifying purpose and shared history that all

members and congregations share

A shared liturgy and celebration (i.e., a common worship). CPMs
among the urban poor should reflect a shared hymnody, practice of
the sacraments, theological focus and imagery, aesthetic vision,
liturgical order, symbology, and spiritual formation that enables its

members to glorify God and participate in vital worship.

A shared membership (i.e., a common order and discipline). CPMs
among the urban poor must be anchored in evangelical and
historically orthodox presentations of the Gospel that result in

conversions to Jesus Christ and incorporation into local churches.

A shared catechism and doctrine (i.e., a common faith). CPMs among
the urban poor must embrace a common biblical theology and
doctrine that is expressed practically in Christian education that

reflects their commonly held faith.
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5. A shared church government and authority (i.e., a common polity).
CPMs among the urban poor must be organized around a common
polity, ecclesial management, and submit to flexible governing policies
that allow for effective and efficient management of our resources and

congregations.

6. A shared leadership development structure (i.e., a common pastoral
strategy). CPMs among the urban poor are committed with supplying
each congregation with godly under-shepherds, and seek to identify,
equip, and support its pastors and missionaries in order that their

members may grow to maturity in Christ.

7. A shared financial philosopby and procedure (i.e., a common
stewardship). CPMs among the urban poor strive to handle all of their
financial affairs and resources with wise, streamlined, and
reproducible policies that allow for the good management of our

monies and goods, locally, regionally, and nationally.

8. A shared care and support ministry (i.e., a common service). CPMs
among the urban poor seek to practically demonstrate the love and
justice of the Kingdom among its members and towards others in the
city that allows individuals and congregations to love their neighbors

as they love themselves.

9. A shared evangelism and outreach (i.e., a common mission): CPMs
among the urban poor network and collaborate among their members

in order to clearly present Jesus and his Kingdom to the lost in the city
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10. A shared vision for connection and association (i.e., a common
partnership). CPMs among the urban poor must seek to make fresh
connections, links, and relationships with other movements for the

sake of regular communication, fellowship, and mission.
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